
VISUAL by Joe Truzman

Profiles of 28 Iran-Backed Terrorist Groups and Affiliates in the West Bank

Iran-backed terrorist groups, including Islamic Jihad, al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades, and Hamas, have led this expansion and 
strengthened their presence in the West Bank. They have established battalions (Katibat) in Nablus, Jenin, Tulkarm and 
beyond. Iranian arms and funding have primarily fueled this violent escalation. 

FDD’s Long War Journal has identified 26 West Bank branches belonging to established terrorist organizations, and 2 
independent armed groups. 

Methodology



28 Terrorist Affiliates in the West Bank
This visual draws on open-source information, including data released by government agencies, English and Arabic-lan-
guage news reports, and social media accounts operated by terrorist groups. The battalions or branches of established ter-
rorist groups included in this visual have claimed responsibility for an attack, provided proof in corroborating in an attack, 
and/or created a logo that conveys an allegiance to an established armed organization operating in the West Bank.

This visual relies on credible reports and visual evidence of terrorist activity against Israeli targets over the past twelve 
months. In most cases, there are multiple pieces of evidence published by the groups listed in the visual. However, only 
one example per organization is noted. 

The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine/Abu Ali Mustafa Brigades and the Democratic Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine/National Resistance Brigades do not have branches in the West Bank like their counterparts, but the groups 
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are carrying out attacks there. Two Gaza-based terrorist or-
ganizations -- the Popular Resistance Committees/Al-Nass-
er Salah al-Din Brigades and the Palestinian Mujahideen 
Movement/Mujahideen Brigades -- have also been operat-
ing in the territory. 

Terrorist groups colored orange are affiliated with Islamic 
Jihad.  

Terrorist groups colored yellow means they are affiliated 
with al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades. 

Terrorist groups colored brown are affiliated with Hamas. 

Terrorist groups colored grey are other armed organiza-
tions that operate independently from Hamas, Islamic Jihad 
and al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades.  

Although the U.S. sanctions imposed on The Lions’ Den 
for its terrorist activity in the West Bank, the group has 
been excluded from this visual because it has been largely 
defunct since summer 2023. 

The number of branches or battalions belonging to each or-
ganization does not necessarily equate to overall strength. 
Some branches are better armed and organized than others. 
Moreover, the security dynamic in the West Bank is fluid. 
FDD’s Long War Journal will continue to update this visu-
al with the most recent open source data available.

28 Terrorist affiliates carry out  
deadly attacks across the West Bank
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Joe Truzman is a research analyst at FDD’s Long War Journal, focused primarily on 
Palestinian militant groups and Hezbollah. He also contributes to FDD’s Center on 
Military and Political Power (CMPP). Joe has assisted non-governmental organizations 
and policymakers in identifying Palestinian groups and their members. He has served on 
panels discussing Palestinian militant group activity in Gaza and has provided evidence 
to investigators at the United Nations on their activities.
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FDD values diversity of opinion and the independent views of its scholars, fellows, and board members. The views of the 
author do not necessarily reflect the views of FDD, its staff, or its advisors.

Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD)
FDD is a Washington, DC-based nonpartisan research institute focusing on national security and foreign policy.  
FDD does not accept donations from any foreign governments.

FDD’s Long War Journal
FDD’s Long War Journal provides accurate reporting and analysis of ongoing efforts to address jihadism, conflicts 
between state and non-state actors, and warfare between states. This is accomplished through original reporting, 
including by embedded reporters, news aggregation, maps, podcasts, and other formats.

LEARN MORE
www.longwarjournal.org/westbankterrorgroups


